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REQUIRED TEXT: Literacy Development in the Early Years by Lesley Mandel Morrow (5™
Edition). Text may be purchased at the LCSC Bookstore.

PURPOSE:

Emergent literacy is the understanding that children are readers and writers long before their
literacy behaviors are formalized. Literacy development does not begin with formal instruction
when children enter school. It’s heavily related and influenced by early language acquisition,
family literacy events, and engaging in literacy behaviors from birth on. We have a
responsibility to prepare ourselves to meet the exciting challenges of assuring that young
students have every opportunity to develop in all areas — social, emotional, cognitive, motor and
language. The purpose of this course is to examine methods of literacy instruction appropriate to
use with young children (PreK-Grade 3) at various developmental stages.

OBJECTIVES:

The Division of Education expects pre-service teachers to develop proficiencies as dedicated
professionals, knowledgeable professionals, content specialist, educational designers,
educational facilitators, educational evaluators and reflective professionals. To that end, the
following objectives will be met for successful completion of this course. Through reading
professional materials, observing and analyzing early childhood classroom settings, and
producing and using early childhood educational materials, students will develop the following
competencies:

1. The ability to capitalize on children’s love of language and their natural language
learning strategies to create a positive and motivational environment for learning in
the classroom. (Educational Designer)

2. The ability to articulate a philosophical orientation towards literacy development and
select instructional materials and methods which support that orientation.
(Knowledgeable Professional)

3. The ability to review professional readings and assimilate new knowledge.
(Knowledge Professional, Content Specialist)
4. The ability to create developmentally appropriate plans and materials for young

children. (Educational Designer, Educational Facilitator)
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5. The ability to develop materials that are sensitive to the needs of a variety of young
learners (multicultural; ESL; learning disabled; physically challenged; gifted, etc.)
(Educational Designer, Educational Facilitator)

6. The ability to demonstrate, through a variety of communicative modes, an
understanding of key concepts learned during this semester. (Reflective Professional)

Additional Information About this Class

Assignments will be typed unless otherwise instructed. Any untyped assignments that are
collected will receive a lower grade.

Attendance will be taken each day. If you must be absent, YOU are responsible for getting class
notes, announcements, handouts, assignments, etc. from another student and coming to the next
class thoroughly prepared. Three unexcused absences will result in the participation
component of your grade being reduced by 5 points. For every absence after three, five
additional points will be subtracted from the participation category. If you have more than ten
unexcused absences in the semester, you will automatically fail the course. Please email me or
call me if you will not be in class.

Cheating is not an acceptable practice. While you are encouraged to assist each other and use a
variety of resources to learn, you must cite sources that you use. You must submit your own
work. Anyone cheating will receive an “F” grade for the class and will be dismissed from the
course.

Students are encouraged to keep a copy of all papers turned in and keep all corrected papers and
project evaluations in their possession until the final course grade has been received.

Class begins at 9:00 a.m. and lasts until 10:15 a.m. Students are expected to arrive on time and
remain until the end of class. Late arrivals and early departures will hurt the participation
component of your grade. Participating in discussions is also an important component of the
class and you should make every effort to become engaged in the discussions that are occurring
in class.

For several of the activities for this course, you will need access to young children and an early
childhood classroom. Be sure to acquire the necessary permission to visit the classroom and
when writing up your reports about children, use first names only.

Also note: If you need cour se adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if
you have emer gency medical information to share with me, or if you need special
arrangementsin case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment to talk
with me. You may also call me at home anytime that you need to.

Literacy Activitiesfor Emergent Literacy

1. Reading Assignments: You are required to keep up with your reading assignments
and have them read before class so you can participate in class discussions and
activities. (Content Specialist BUnder stands concepts/tools structures of
disciplines)
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2. Journal Entries: I will be providing you with a journal for you to respond to after
each class. It is very important for you to take time and reflect how the information
that you are receiving is affecting how you will relate to the children in your class or
in your home. When I read your entries, I look for entries that show me you are
assimilating new information and testing it against what you already know and then
can apply that information to your own teaching situation. If you disagree with me or
the author of the text, that is okay because we should never just blindly accept new
information without questioning the validity of it. Thoughtful, well-written entries
that are reflective are what you need to strive for with your journal. Your journal
entries may be hand written unless your handwriting is difficult for me to read.
(Reflective Professional BContinually evaluates effects of choices and actions)

3. An Informal Assessment of Young Children® Reading and Writing: Find a child
that you can interview. Select a children’s book that you can use to obtain this
information. Using the informal assessment of reading and writing that was given to
you, interview this child and write up what this child knows about literacy. Include
the interview questions but also write about a one to two page description of the
results of this interview. Be sure to give pertinent information about the child like
age, gender, and where the interview took place. Reflect how the information that
you gained from this experience will affect you as a future teacher._Due January
28th. (Educational Evaluator BUtilizesformal and informal assessment
strategies)

4. Reading Aloud to a Child and Asking Questions. Pick a favorite children’s book
that you would like to share with a child. Practice reading this book aloud with
expression. Design a series of questions that you can ask of the child as you share
this book with them. Record your reading and sharing this story with a child. This
story time should be about 15 minutes in length. At a minimum, write a two to three
paragraph reflection on this experience. Include the questions that you asked. Be
sure to bring in ideas and information from our text regarding reading aloud to
children. How will the information that you received from this experience affect you
as a future teacher? Due February 11" . (Dedicated Professional Bshows care and
concern for children and learning. Knowledgeable Professional BUnder stands
how children learn, develop. Under stands a variety of strategies and resour ces.
Educational Designer BPlans and cr eates effective learning experiences)

5. Creative Storytelling: Select a piece of children’s literature and choose a creative
storytelling technique that seems appropriate for the story (e.g., felt characters, chalk
talk, sound story or you may come and borrow my story apron). Create materials for
the story and tell it to a group of children or to your peers. Evaluate your
performance according to the criteria for storytelling discussed in chapter 6. Write a
two or three paragraph reflection on this experience. If possible include the felt
characters or other props with the write up you turn in to me. Remember, this story is
to be told not read from a book. You will need to ﬁractice it several times to become
proficient in your storytelling. Due February 25", (Educational Designer DPlans
and creates effective learning experiences. Designsfor utilization of strategies
and resour ces. Reflective Professional BDActively seeks opportunitiesto grow)
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6. Retelling a Story. Select a book that is familiar to a child and read it to them, letting
them know that you will be asking them to retell the story to you. Tape record the
retelling and transcribe it. Refer to page 221 in our text for Story Retelling
Guidelines. Then use the guide sheet found on page 222 (Figure 7.3) and on page
225 (Figure 7.4) and analyze the child’s retelling. Children could also be asked to
rewrite the story. The rewriting can be analyzed with the same tool. At a minimum
write up a two to three paragraph selection describing this process and your
assessment of this child’s retelling. Due March 12", (Knowledgeable Professional
PbUnderstands a variety of strategies and resources. Educational Evaluator B
Utilizes formal and informal assessment strategies)

7. Classroom Observations. Observe a preschool, kindergarten, first, or second grade
classroom. There are two major observations about the classroom that I would like
you to make. (1) List those activities that seem characteristic of an emergent literacy
approach to instruction and those that seem characteristic of a reading readiness
approach. (2) Observe the environmental print in the classroom. Note what you
think could be added to it, both from within the classroom and from the outside
world. Write up at least a one to two page description of the classroom and your
observations. Due March 31% . (Knowledgeable Professional BUnder stands how
children learn, develop. Under stands a variety of strategies and resour ces.)

8. Writing Sample from a Child. Obtain a writing sample from a child. Ask the child
to write their name. Then ask them to write a story for you. Encourage them to write
even though they may tell you that they cannot write. After they have finished their
story, they may draw a picture for you. Write up what this child knows about print
based on this writing sample. Use the Checklist for Assessing Writing Development
on page 312 to assist you in this write-up. Due April 9", (Knowledgeable
Professional BUnder stands how children learn, develop, etc. Educational
Evaluator BULtilizes formal and informal assessment strategies)

9. Floor Plan: Design a floor plan for your own classroom using the information that
you have gained through your understanding of emergent literacy and developmental
appropriate practices. Imagine that you have the freedom to design this classroom
anyway that you want. Include a one-page description and rationale for this
arrangement. Due April 23 . (Knowledgeable Professional BUnder stands how
children learn, develop, etc. Educational Designer BPlans and cr eates effective
learning experiences.)

10. BookList. Develop a list of 25 multicultural children’s books. Put these books on a
3 x 5card or 4 x 6 card. The following information should be on each card. Note: If
you have prepared cards for other literacy classes, you may not use those books in
this list of 25. It’s important to expand your repertoire of books and this is one way
to do that. Due May 5". (Knowledgeable Professional BUnder stands a variety of
strategies and resour ces. Under stands how students differ.)
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Name of Book:

Author:

[llustrator:

Grade Levd:

Summary of Story: (In enough length to recall s0 you could make lessons around the story)

Suggested Activities: (include at leag 3 adtivities)

11. Midterm Quiz and Final: A Midterm quiz will be given on March 10" and a final
at the end of the semester (May 14 " at 9:00 a.m.). The quiz and final will consist of
knowledge of the content of the issues covered in this course. It will be an objective
test asking for definitions of terms, short answer and multiple choice.

Grading

This is a graded class and points will be given for the following activities:
Attendance and Participation 30
Journal Responses (4 times) 40
Informal Assessment of Young Children’ Reading and Writing 50
Reading Aloud to a Child and Asking Questions 50
Creative Storytelling 50
Retelling a Story 50
Classroom Observations 50
Writing Sample from a Child 50
Floor Plan 50
Book List 50
Midterm Quiz 50
Final 100
Total Points 620
Grading Scale

A =620D570 (92% - 100%)
B = 569D520(84% - 91%)
C =519D465 (75% - 83%)
D = 464D409 (66% - 74%)
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