
 

 
 

Course Syllabus 
  RE422:  Reading in the Content Area 

3 Credits  
Professor: Lana P. Elliott, EdD                                   Phone: 208-792-2093 
Office:  Spalding Hall 276                            Email: lelliott@lcsc.edu 

Office:  Monday and Wednesday-- 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment 
Tuesday and ThursdayÑ 8:00-8:45 a.m. 

 
Course Description: This course is directed toward pre-service teachers preparing for certification.  It 
emphasizes the teaching of content using literacy assessment and strategies in classes at the intermediate, 
middle, and secondary levels.  It focuses on practical ways to help students increase comprehension when 
reading content narrative and expository materials within a culturally responsive paradigm.  On-site 
observation and instruction are required.   
 
Required Text:  Cooter, R.B. Jr., & Flynt, E.S. (1996).  Teaching Reading in the Content Areas:  
Developing Content Literacy for All Students.  NY: John Wiley & Sons, Inc. ISBN: 0471-36551-3 
 
Course Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, you will demonstrate the knowledge, skills and 
disposition necessary to integrate literacy strategies into your content area from a culturally responsive 
perspective  and apply appropriate literacy assessment tools within the context of specific content areas 
such as math, science, social studies, English, health, etc.  The course objectives reflect LCSC Teacher 
Standards in that teacher candidates will prepare themselves regarding: 1) Foundations of literacy; 2) 
Expertise in subjects taught; 3) Skills and disposition as an educational designer, facilitator, evaluator; and, 
4) Capacity for reflective practice and cultural responsiveness.  Commensurate with the standards, you will 
demonstrate your knowledge, skills, and disposition to: 
 1.  Reflect upon and apply the reading process in their content area 
 2.  Assess content literacy 
 3.  Integrate appropriate comprehension expository text and narrative/trade    
  material reading strategies into their content area 
 4.  Teach from any content book in their field of expertise using appropriate   
 literacy strategies. 
 
Instructional Strategies:  Micro-teaching; reflections; individual and group interaction, and lecture are the 
 major modes of instructional design. 
 
Course Requirements:  
1)  In-Class Micro-Teaching:  As befitting any professional at a required meeting, you are expected to 
arrive on time and actively participate in all meetings.   You will be expected to prepare for and teach one 
content literacy strategy to the class.  The teaching will be evaluated using a rubric.   You will provide your 
lesson plan to the professor and each member of the class when teaching.  
2)  Content Literacy Assessment Plan :   You will prepare a content literacy assessment plan.  This 
component will be evaluated by rubric and may be used as an event/artifact in your professional portfolio. 
3)  Teaching Folio of Literacy Instructional Strategies:  You will develop lesson plans demonstrating 
their ability to apply multiple literacy  strategies and assessments in their content area.   The teaching folio 
will be evaluated by rubric and may be used as an event/artifact in your professional portfolio. 
4)  Two tests and a Final:  For the final, you will write a 10 day instructional unit that will include literacy 
proficiency assessments. 
 



Assignments: In addition to the required textbook (Cooter & Flynt), you are expected to obtain a textbook 
in the subject area that you plan to teach and that would be normally used in the schools (e.g., health 
textbook, science textbook, English textbook/novels, etc.).  You will need both textbooks to prepare your 
lesson plans.   It would be best to borrow a textbook that your OSTE is using; however, if that is not 
possible, the curriculum section of the LCSC Library carries a variety of textbooks and trade materials.   
Trade materials will be used to prepare a content lesson using narrative literature in your content area.  As 
befitting professionals, all assignments must be submitted on time.  Late assignments lose one letter grade.  
Also, collaborate ahead of time if possible with another students in the class to provide you with handouts, 
assignments, and lecture/class discussion notes. 
 
Student Assessment and Evaluation:  Grades will be determined by averaging points earned throughout 
the duration of the course.  They will be based on:  90%-100% = A; 88%-89%=B; 70%-79%=C; 60%-
69%=D; 59% and Below = F.  Assignments will be evaluated and graded relative to prompt submission, 
completeness and quality of content. Any grade lower than a B- in the course will result in inability to 
advance to Internship/Student Teaching and ED 427 must be repeated. 
 
 In-depth interaction and integration related to the readings, class participation and other related 
experiences must be obvious.  
 
Policy Concerning Computers and Cells Phones in Class:  As a courtesy to other students and the 
instructor, all cell phones must be turned off.  The use of computers during class time is prohibited and 
must be left in their containers upon entering the classroom.  
 
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism, the academic attempt to submit work or ideas as if they were your own original 
work or ideas, will result in immediate expulsion from the sec. ed. certification program as determined by 
the secondary education planning team.  Always cite your references and give credit where credit is due. 
 
Adaptations:  If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a diagnosed disability, if you 
have emergency medical information to share or if you need special arrangements in case the building must 
be evacuated, please make an appointment to talk with the professor. 
 
Note:  The instructor reserves the right to modify the syllabus at any point during the course of the class.  
All students will be notified if the syllabus is modified. 
!


