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Welcome to RE422-60/RE422-P60. This course has been designed for delivery of
content through the WEB. From this point, | will refer to it as a netcourse.

In many respects this is a new world of teaching and learning that requires a new
look at how we do things. Time management is at the head of the list. Netcourse
students have shared that it works best for them when they set aside specific times
during the week when they can faithfully work on the course. Keep Murphy's Law in
mind. If anything can distract you from doing your netcourse, everything will. Just
keep in mind, that to be successful and get everything done on time, you will have to
determine in your mind to take care of all "emergencies" before you begin. (I say
this with a smile.) Also, take a good hard look at your daily schedule and find a time
where you can truly be alone for about two hours three times a week. (Netcourses
are notorious for their workload and this one is no exception.) Whenever possible,
working ahead is encouraged. It can alleviate the anxiety associated with
"emergencies" and getting behind.

Netcourses can be an isolating experience. Sometimes it seems as if you are out
there all alone in cyberspace trying to figure out the instructor's expectations and
requirements for each new assignment. It is critical that you email me at
likazda@Icmail.lcsc.edu when those times occur or call me at 208-743-1361(H).
Don't sit out there too long trying to make sense out of it all. In addition, | have
designed this course so that you can go into the Coffee House and dialogue a bit or
ask questions concerning the course. Before you first visit the Coffee House,
introduce yourself as outlined in the "Getting Started" module. Tell us a little bit about
yourself. Give your name, what town you live in, if you are living with a family, and
something about your hobbies. That helps us to understand a bit who we are
dialoguing with. This is the place where "netiquette" must be observed. Your
conversation should be polite and considerate. Your purpose is to get ideas about an
assignment not to complain about life. You don't want to offend or insult others, or
less harmfully, appear as insensitive or boorish. | honor multiple perspectives in this
course and ask that you do the same. We should feel free to express our opinions;
however, in mature dialogues, participants must be comfortable with detaching
themselves from particular beliefs or assumptions and are amenable to considering
widely differing viewpoints. You will find these differing approaches throughout the
netcourse as we address literacy from a multicultural perspective. Vetting is spoken
here. What do | mean by vetting, you may ask? Vetting is nothing more than
analyzing and thinking strategically. It is critical thinking. The following matrix
provides a visual of this concept.

CRITICAL-THINKING STRATEGIES

Sharpening the Focus Deepening the Dialogue

| dentifying Direction Full-Spectrum Questioning
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Sorting ldeas for Relevance Making Connections

Focusing on Key Points Honoring Multiple Perspectives

Collison, G., et. al. (2000). Facilitating online learning. Madison WI: Atwood Publishing.

You will post all your assignments to the Discussions module where others can see
how things are "shaping up" with you in the course. | do this so you can learn from
each other as well as myself.

The netcourse dialogue will involve asynchronous interactions. Online courses
permit interactions across the barriers of time and distance. Asynchronous
interactions, as contrasted with online chat or aucio- or video-conferencing
environments, are generally in written form and are read by participants at times
suitable to them. Often a record of past asynchronous dialogue is available for view
from an archive. ldeas from postings that are days, weeks, or even months old can
rekindle new dialogue if they are seen as relevant by participants or the moderator.

Being successful in a netcourse requires that you read every little jot and tittle
before beginning in order to have an holistic overview of what the course is all about.
Next, before beginning each assignment, you must also read every little jot and tittle
in order to understand the requirements of that particular assignment. | ask my
students for feedback concerning clarity. Based upon their comments, | will rewrite
pieces, add pieces, drop pieces, and reword the language. | extend the same
invitation to you for constructive feedback.

Following the netcourse schedule of assignments is critical to your success.
Getting behind is not a good idea. There are times when | may ask you to rewrite an
assignment for a better grade so you will want to be on top of it all. If you choose to
rewrite, | will give you full points if it is better than the original. My intent is for you to
be able to learn and apply the material and concepts as well as to get a good grade.
Normally, many of the snags would be worked out in a regular classroom; however,
without that dialogue support, it is sometimes difficult to know what is expected.
Keep this one point in mind: be sure to read and understand the rubrics that | use
to evaluate your assignments. All rubrics are included with the netcourse. In
addition, before you begin the assignments, take time to navigate through it so you
know ahead of time how to access the schedule of assignments, syllabus, rubrics,
assignments and their requirements, etc. If you don't, call the ed. techs. It will save
you a lot of frustration in the long run.

Technical support is crucial to a positive experience. Here at LCSC, you will
receive excellent help when you call our highly experienced and intelligent helpdesk
staff at 208-792-2231 or email WebCT help directly at webct@Icsc.edu. Be sure to
let them know you are registered in my course and and be specific about the details
of your problem. They are there to help you and will do so. Please don't ask me for
technical support. It takes a long time to sort out the technical difficulties, and there
isn't enough time in the day for me to be an ed. technician and an instructor. Calling
the ed. technicians is part of that "netiquette" | mentioned earlier.

Getting the required textbook(s) can be a bugaboo when taking courses online. |
recommend that you immediately call the publisher, John Wylie & Sons, at
1-800-225-5945 and have them send you a copy. Of course, you can also go on-line
and purchase one if available or purchase one through the LCSC bookstore.
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Sometimes there are used ones available. Many students and experienced
classroom teachers who have taken this course have told me that they intend to
keep the text for reference to the literacy strategies and prefer a new text that isn't
marked up. CAUTION and WARNING! You need the textbook; you can't do the
course without it.

With all the above in mind, | welcome you to a successful journey throughout this

> .

netcourse!
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